Edmonton Regional
LEARNING CONSORTIUM

Facilitator(s): David Bouchard, Philip Campiou, Billie-Jo Grant,

Josh Languedoc, Dan Johnstone

Date: January 21, 2019
Time: 9:00 am — 3:30 pm
Cost: (includes lunch, which is not prepared in a

nut/gluten-free environment)

Location: Edmonton (River Cree Resort and Casino)

300 E Lapotac Blvd, Edmonton, AB T7X 3Y3

Session Code: 19-AB-417

Target Audience

K - 12 Teachers

About this Learning Opportunity

Join us at the River Cree Resort Hotel for an engaging day of
professional learning through Indigenous voices. Our keynote
speaker is award-winning author David Bouchard.

Reading: The Ultimate Aboriginal Challenge

The author of The Gift of Reading and For the Love of
Reading has become Canada’s leading authority in
aboriginal literacy. Aboriginal people are the fastest growing
segment of Canadian society and have the highest school
dropout and suicide rate in North America. They are more "at
risk" than any other group in Canada.

The author of over fifty books, many in Native languages,
was recently named to the Order of Canada. He was a
teacher and school administrator for twenty seven years.
David Bouchard has come to understand that the ultimate
challenge for aboriginal people is to succeed in a system
where reading is a prerequisite. He understands the enormity
of the problem and he believes he knows what has to be
done.

Indigenous Book Fair

Indigenous books from the Edmonton Public Library,
Audrey’s Books and Pearson will be available to browse,
borrow (EPL library card required) or buy to build an
Indigenous literature collection for classrooms and school
libraries.

Cultures of Belonging

Highlands School (Edmonton Public) and Kitaskinaw School
on Enoch Reserve will showcase how their schools have
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About the Facilitator(s)

Author, educator, and presenter David Bouchard is a
champion of the written word. He is a best selling author with
over 50 books in both English and French. His fascinating
storybooks are visually stunning and are literally refreshing.’

David grew up not knowing anything about his cultural
heritage. Yet he strived to discover the bloodlines his
ancestors had tried to hide out of fear of being treated
unfairly. Ultimately he was able to trace his ancestry back
many generations back to the Menominee Treaty of 1848.

Today, David writes amazing books that reflect his roots and
Aboriginal culture. His books have won numerous awards,
including a Special Mention for Non-Fiction in the 2010
Bologna Ragazzi Awards for The Drum Calls Softly.

In 2009, David Bouchard was also named as a member of
the 'Order of Canada’ for his achievement and advocacy in
literature for Canadian children.

Phillip Campiou is a Traditional Woodland Cree who is
originally from Driftpile First Nation, Alberta. He now resides
in the Stony Plain area. As a young man, his father taught
Phillip how to be self-sufficient and live off the land. Inherent
in these teachings was an unwavering respect for Mother
Earth and the spirituality held by all Her inhabitants. As an
adult, Phillip has devoted his life to sharing his knowledge of
traditional values and lifestyle. He is often contracted to do
numerous presentations in Edmonton and surrounding areas.
He is invited to help host many traditional and community
events in across Canada. Phillip is actively involved in
teaching holistic approaches to health and healing.
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respectively created welcoming, inclusive environments for
Indigenous students which has led to positive impacts on
attendance, achievement, and engagement.

Learning Through Story

The afternoon will feature three 50-minute sessions featuring
Philip Campiou, Billie-Jo Grant, Josh Languedoc and Dan
Johnstone (“Can Man Dan”).Topics include traditional oral
storytelling, exploring the use of Indigenous literature in
elementary and secondary, stories of resilience, and
information that supports foundational knowledge of First
Nations, Métis, and Inuit. Participants will have a choice of
three sessions to attend on a first-come, first-served basis,
as there is limited room capacity for each session.
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Billie-Jo Grant is an educator with over 20 years of
classroom experience teaching K-9 students in both the
public and Catholic school divisions. She is a mom of three
who embraces her family, Métis heritage, faith, inclusive
practices, and animal rescue! Billie-Jo was the recipient of a
2017 Indspire National Award for being a role model

in Indigenous education and also received a 2017
International Women's Award for her work in her local
community and in Indigenous education. She recently
completed her Masters in Religious Education through
Newman Theological College and has stepped out of the
classroom to work with Rupertsland Institute - Métis Centre
of Excellence. She has won a Guiding the Journey:
Indigenous Educator Award in the “role model” category
from the Indspire, a non profit charity that invests in the
education of Indigenous people. Billie-Jo is passionate about
building foundational knowledge, improving

educator capacity, and developing resources that promote
excellence in Métis Education.

Josh Languedoc is an Indigenous playwright, storyteller,
and educator of Anishinaabe heritage from Saugeen First
Nation, Hunkpapa from Wood Mountain Reserve, Irish and
British. The playwright in residence at Workshop West
Playwrights Theatre from 2016/2017, Josh is currently writing
multiple plays for theatre, including The Eyes of Spirits
(Workshop West, Native Earth Performing Arts), CIVIL
BLOOD: A Treaty Story (Thou Art Here Theatre), IN-COR-RI-
GI-BLE: The Legend of Thundervoice (Blyth Festival), and
Rocko and Nakota: Tales From the Land (Theatre Prospero,
Fringe Tour 2018). As an educator, Josh also works as a
substitute teacher for Edmonton Public as well as a theatre
educator for the Citadel Theatre and Workshop West's
#WritesOfPassage Program. Recently, Josh completed a
Canada-wide tour of Rocko and Nakota: Tales From the
Land which was met with critical and audience acclaim, and
won Best Indigenous Show at the 2018 Winnipeg Fringe
Festival.

Dan Johnstone, better known locally as “Can Man Dan”, is
a local anti-poverty activist, philanthropist, community
organizer, and motivational speaker. His fundraising group,
also called Can Man Dan, works to alleviate poverty, among
many other important social issues, throughout Alberta.

Dan was raised in a single-parent household and for years,
his family struggled to make ends meet. To help support his
struggling mother with bills and rent, Dan began working at
the age of 13. For years, the Johnstones relied on various
social services and programs to keep the family afloat. Dan
graduated high school in 2006 and attended Grant MacEwan
University for one year, after which he left to care for his
mother who had fallen ill. He entered the labour market,
working mainly commercial and residential construction jobs,
embracing the blue-collar lifestyle of hard work and
determination. After rising through the ranks in his career and
ensuring his mother’s well-being, Johnstone started his
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philanthropy work by creating Can Man Dan in 2011 and
Localive in 2015. Johnstone has since become one of
western Canada’s most well-known and respected
philanthropists, bringing attention to several different social
issues and raising millions in resources for many
charities/non-profits around the province.

Johnstone currently resides in Edmonton where he keeps
busy with his Can Man Dan endeavours, supporting local
entrepreneurs with his Localive initiative, coaching
community sports, volunteering at several local events, and
acting as an ambassador to many different organizations.
Dan has been praised for his work in the community and has
earned a powerful reputation for his hard-working spirit, big
heart, and unique events.

This learning opportunity is being subsidized through funding from Alberta Education.
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